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The mission of the Minnetonka 
School District, a community that 
transcends traditional definitions 
of excellence and where dreams 
set sail, is to ensure all students 
envision and pursue their highest 
aspirations while serving the 
greater good, through learning and 
teaching which: 

• Value and nurture each individual, 

• Inspire in everyone a passion to 
excel with confidence and hope, 
and 

• Instill expectations that stimulate 
extraordinary achievement in the 
classroom and in life. 
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Message from the Superintendent

1

For the citizens of the Minnetonka School District 
and parents who choose the District to educate their 
children, this annual report provides a clear record 
of accomplishment with a commitment to further 
improvement. Few school districts in America do as 
good a job of effectively and efficiently using limited 
resources to produce such high quality students. We 
carefully choose how to effectively invest resources 
in students. 

We have not only carefully invested in the best 
possible strategies to highly educate our students, 
but we have repeatedly made careful moves to benefit 
our taxpayers. We have found ways to produce more 
revenue to support our students without going to 
local taxpayers for more taxes. Open enrollment of 
students, for example, now brings in $11 million 
annually to support all students.

Our work in 2010-11 continued to produce 
outstanding results. Our priority continues to be 
enabling every student in our schools to be more 
successful and, ultimately, be prepared for a complex 
and competitive world. 

While some of our programs have names, our overall 
focus on the broad range of “middle students” is 
simply called “school.” We provide special education 
for students with disabilities and programs for some 
of our most able students to meet their special needs, 
but the majority of our spending and instructional 
focus is on “middle students.” And, how is the 
“middle student” doing? They are doing very well. 

On NWEA measures, the middle of our fifth graders 
has moved from achieving at a level comparable to 

sixth graders nationally in 2006 to the even more 
lofty level of achieving comparable to a ninth grader 
in 2011. Sixth grade middle students moved from 
achieving at the eighth grade level just two years ago 
to being comparable with eleventh graders in 2011. 
The achievement of our students from Kindergarten 
on through the system show impressive results.

High school students are achieving at higher levels 
in nearly all classes because they have been inspired 
to set higher expectations. Our ACT average climbed 
from 23.1 to a nationally competitive level of 25.7 
in just eight years because we have moved middle 
students to higher levels and even more students 
are taking college entrance tests. “Middle students” 
are taking more challenging classes and getting 
higher grades.

We are proud of the achievements of special 
education students, and we are proud of the success 
top performers have shown on IB and AP exams. 
However, our focus is on every student, and the 
increased achievement shows those results.

   Dr. Dennis Peterson
   Minnetonka Public Schools 
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Focused on World-Class,  
Child-Centered Excellence
1. Modify the high school curriculum to meet 

the changing needs of incoming students 
who have experienced increased middle  
school rigor.

2. Ensure full implementation of the programs 
adopted and enhanced in the last five years:

  •  Language Immersion and the   
  E-12 World Language Programs

  •  Navigator Program

  •  Expansion of Fine Arts programs

3. Focus staff development activities on deeper 
understanding of 21st century students.

4. Develop a clear process and organizational 
structure for collecting and implementing 
innovation ideas.

5. Explore ways to ensure ALL learners can 
achieve academic success by understanding 
any barriers to learning and identifying 
programs to address these needs.

6. Identify new models to sustain the District’s 
financial viability.

Monthly School Board Meetings are 
open to the public and replayed on 
cable access and web streaming. 
To send correspondence to the 
School Board, email schoolboard@
minnetonka.k12.mn.us.

2011-12 District Goals 



On behalf of the Minnetonka School Board, we 
are pleased to report to our entire community 
last year’s achievements as well as our vision for 
the future. This report highlights the outstanding 
accomplishments in academics, athletics, fine arts 
and community service throughout our District. 
We recognize that our reputation for world-class, 
child-centered excellence is based on the hard work 
and commitment of our students, staff, parents 
and supportive community; success can only be 
obtained through that partnership. We want to thank 
everyone involved with educating our students for 
their continued support.

Our role as elected officials is not only to define 
a vision for education but also to allocate and 
monitor our collective resources. We are pleased 
to report that student achievement continues to 
be among the best in the state. The Class of 2011 
had a graduation rate of 99 percent with 93 percent 
attending college. In our annual survey, 98 percent 
of our parents rated the education provided by 
Minnetonka Schools as excellent or good.

The School Board remains vigilant to the economic 
uncertainty we all face, and we continue to plan 
for unpredictable funding at the state level. Under 
the direction of the School Board, our District 
Administration has diligently found ways to increase 

efficiency, reduce costs and grow revenue through 
enrollment management. As a result, Minnetonka 
is unique in the metro area, avoiding program and 
staff cuts for the last five years. Sound financial 
decisions made over the past decade were recently 
acknowledged with a reaffirmation of our Moody’s 
Aaa Bond Rating—the highest bond rating possible—
reflecting our commitment to responsible fiscal 
management and an outstanding level of community 
support for our schools.

As we reflect on the accomplishments, we also mark 
a significant milestone. We celebrated the ten-year 
anniversary of Dr. Peterson’s tenure with the District. 
Guided by Dr. Peterson’s leadership, the last ten 
years marked dramatic growth in every facet of the 
District, including new programs, improved student 
performance, state-of-the-art technology and 
updated facilities. While the District has achieved 
many of its objectives, we continue to set academic 
aspirations to even higher levels.

In the coming year, the School Board will focus 
efforts on innovation as part of our District Vision. 
We are excited about encouraging a culture of 
innovation in the Minnetonka Schools. We will tap 
into the creative, critical and collaborative thinking 
required to adapt to the changing needs of students 
and our society. In doing so, we will continue to 
redefine excellence in education for all students. 

Cal Litsey

Karen Walkowski Pam LangsethLisa Wagner

Erin Adams

Paul Luehr

Peg Keenan Dennis Peterson
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Message from the School Board
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Home Phone: 952-232-7031 
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Home Phone: 952-380-1499 
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Superintendent and Ex-Officio Member 
Office Phone: 952-401-5004 
dennis.peterson@minnetonka.k12.mn.us



4

Student achievement continues 
to soar at the elementary level. 
Minnetonka students continue to 
outperform the state average on 
reading and math tests, ranking #1 
and #2, respectively.

Elementary Education 
In recent years, the District adopted 
four programs that continue to show 
progress toward full implementation 
and have substantially changed the 
District’s elementary program.

1. Language Immersion   
Adopted in 2007 and available 
at every elementary school, the 
Spanish and Chinese Immersion 
Programs are designed for English-
speaking students to learn a second 
language. The program currently 
serves grades K-5 and will expand to 
middle school in 2012.

2. Response to Intervention (RtI) 
An intensive early intervention 
program for students who need extra 
support in math or reading.

3. Navigator Program   
Adopted in 2009 to better serve 
exceptionally gifted students in 
grades 3–5. This year, the program 
expands to grade 2.

4. Fine Arts Enhancements   
More performance opportunities 
in music and theatre for students 
in grades 4–5. Music options also 
expanded for students in grade 5.

The School Board is carefully 
monitoring these programs to ensure 
full and effective implementation.

Student Achievement



 K  1 2 3 4 5
Chinese 22-12 24-18 19-14 25-14 31-28 19-17 
English 23-15 22-16 23-16 27-20 27-19 30-23 
Spanish 23-12 23-17 24-21 25-16 29-17 31-18
RSK 16-15      

2011-12
Ranges

Elementary Class Size Ranges by Program
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 K  1 2 3 4 5
2011 17.3 19.8 20.6 22.3 24.4 25.4 
2010 17.9 18.6 20.2 21.1 23.4 25.7 
2009 15.9 17.5 19.4 20.7 24.4 24.0 
2008 16.0 17.4 19.0 22.0 22.1 22.7 
2007 15.1 18.4 21.3 21.3 23.1 24.9 
2006 16.8 19.2 21.6 23.2 23.9 25.5 
2005 15.6 19.7 21.6 23.2 23.5 24.7 
2004 17.1 19.8 21.7 24.4 25.3 24.0 

Elementary Class Size Average: 21.6

Elementary Education 
In Minnetonka Public Schools, we believe that each 
child is unique and brings different sets of skills and 
interests to the learning process. When brought 
together in the classroom, Minnetonka students 
share their incredible and diverse talents, making 
their education more well-rounded. Because we 
don’t believe “one-size-fits-all,” we offer a variety of 
educational options to meet families’ and children’s 
learning interests and needs. We know that parents 
want the best education for their child. So do we.

Enrollment
Families who choose Minnetonka elementary 
schools have a variety of outstanding programs and 
opportunities available to them. The core curriculum 
in language arts, math, science and social studies is 
enhanced by exceptional music and art programs, 
world language, physical education and media/
information literacy. Minnetonka has garnered the 
reputation of being a school district of choice. New 
families consciously decide to move into the District 
or open enroll, keeping our neighborhood schools 
vibrant centers of our community.

Unlike most metro-area school districts, Minnetonka’s 
largest enrollment growth is at the elementary level. 
Kindergarten  is the largest grade level in the District, 
with 745 students. This is a positive sign for the future. 
Among Kindergarten students, about half enroll 
in a Language Immersion Program and half enroll 
in the English program. Entry into the Immersion 
Program is primarily at Kindergarten. Families who 
transfer into the District after Kindergarten enter 
the English program, tipping the balance of our 
elementary enrollment to have more English than 
Immersion students in subsequent grades. For the 
current year, 241 new students enrolled into the 
District in grades 1–5, which is a testament to the 
outstanding reputation of our schools. A growing 
number of families are selecting Minnetonka Schools 
for excellence in elementary education. 

Class Sizes
The Minnetonka School District community places a 
high value on maintaining appropriate class sizes. 
As a result, students enjoy some of the smallest 
class sizes in the metro. Among 35 metro districts 

Elementary SchoolStudent Achievement

surveyed in 2010-11, Minnetonka ranked #1 for 
smallest Kindergarten class sizes, among the three 
best for grades 1–4, and seventh for grade 5. Class 
size ranges represent variances from the average 
based on school enrollment choices at each grade.



Minnesota State Assessments 
The MCAs are state tests in reading, mathematics and 
science and meet the requirements of the federal No 
Child Left Behind (NCLB) Act. These tests are given 
every year to measure student performance on the 
Minnesota Academic Standards, which define what 
our students should know and are able to do in a 
particular grade. Elementary students are assessed 
in math and reading in grades 3-5 and in science in 
grade 5. Tests are designed to become increasingly 
more challenging relative to the grade level each year. 
Ninety-eight percent of students—both regular and 
special education—must take the tests, exempting 
only the most severely disabled students, which may 
not exceed two percent of enrollment. 

Elementary
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Achievement by Program
Elementary students may enroll in English, Spanish 
or Chinese Language Immersion. Language 
Immersion is designed for English-speaking students 
to attain fluency in a second language; all classroom 
instruction is taught in the target language until 
third grade when direct instruction in English 
begins. The English and Immersion Programs follow 
the same high quality elementary curriculum. For 
families who elect the English program, an after-
school world language program is available. In all 

Percent of Students Scoring Proficient

of our elementary programs, student achievement 
continues to exceed expectations.

State testing begins in third grade and is administered 
in English to all students. The 2011 results show 
Immersion students perform on par with their 
English program peers. (Note: In 2011 the more 
rigorous MCA-III replaced the MCA-II in math, so 
comparisons between 2010 and 2011 proficiency 
rates are not appropriate.)

      
      
 English      Immersion English     Immersion
 2011  83.0% 89.6% 90.8% 96.7%
 2010  93.8% 94.3% 91.0% 92.5%

 2009 92.6%  N/A 91.8% N/A

 Reading % Proficient  Math % Proficient 

      
   
 English      Immersion English     Immersion
 2011  83.7% 77.5% 92.3% 94.0%
 2010  88.4% N/A 88.3% N/A

 Reading % Proficient   Math % Proficient 

Grade 3 Math and Reading Proficiency on State MCAs

Grade 4 Math and Reading Proficiency on State MCAs



NWEA
The NWEA tests measure academic achievement 
in math and reading for students in grades K-8. 
Administered in both the fall and spring, the tests 
pinpoint students’ strengths and growth areas. 
The computerized test is designed to adjust the 
difficulty of questions based on student responses 
and targets the appropriate level of learning. The 
data allows teachers to know each child’s starting 
point, knowledge gaps and readiness to learn new 
concepts in order to move each child to the next 
level of learning.

The NWEA Spring 2011 Results table (below) shows 
how Minnetonka’s middle, or average, student 
at each grade level compares to national norms. 
Results indicate our students exceed the national 
average in both reading and math. In spring 2011, 
our kindergarteners performed at an early first 
grade level.  As grade levels progress, Minnetonka’s 
learning gains accelerate. In spring 2011, Minnetonka 

 Kindergarten Early 1st Grade Early 1st Grade  

 Spring of 1st Grade Early 2nd Grade Middle of 2nd Grade  

 Spring of 2nd Grade Middle of 3rd Grade Middle of 3rd Grade  

 Spring of 3rd Grade End of 4th Grade Early 5th Grade   

 Spring of 4th Grade End of 6th Grade End of 6th Grade  

 Spring of 5th Grade Middle of 9th Grade End of 9th Grade  

Minnetonka Reading Performance 
Equals National Average at:

Minnetonka Math Performance 
Equals National Average at:

Minnetonka Students  
in Grade:

7

NWEA Spring 2011 Results 

 
 Math Reading 
English Program 224.1 216.6 
Chinese Immersion 222.0 214.7 
Spanish Immersion 221.7 215.1 

Grade 4 NWEA RIT Scores

 
 Math Reading  
English Program 211.6 207.4 
Chinese Immersion 213.9 204.5 
Spanish Immersion 212.8 208.7 

Grade 3 NWEA RIT Scores

fifth graders had the same average score as ninth 
graders nationally.

English and Immersion Results
In third grade, which is the first year of direct 
English instruction for Immersion students, there is 
no statistical difference between reading and math 
performance for Chinese or Spanish Immersion 
students and their peers in the English program on 
the NWEA. The same is true for fourth grade.



8

Minnetonka middle school students 
are performing at record levels 
of achievement and demanding 
increased rigor at every grade level. 
Program changes implemented in 
2009 added more rigor, choice, support 
and flexibility for all students, and our 
middle school students demonstrated 
there is no ceiling on their potential.

Two years ago, Minnetonka’s average 
sixth grade student performed on par 
with the average ninth grade student 
nationally. Today, our average sixth 
grade student performs at the same 
level as the average eleventh grader 
according to national norms. 

To ensure students are appropriately 
challenged, the middle school model 
includes honors courses and three 
tiers of math at each grade level. The 
third math tier serves accelerated 
students by allowing eligible sixth 
graders to take Algebra I leading to 
Higher Algebra II by eighth grade (a 
course traditionally taken during the 
junior year of high school). 

Honors courses are also offered in 
language arts and science, and a Pre-
AP social studies course is offered 
in eighth grade. More electives offer 
an exposure to a broad range of 
curriculum including world language, 
arts, choir, drama and STEM—Science, 
Technology, Engineering and Math. 
Study Skills courses in reading and 
math are offered to students who need 
extra support but may not qualify for 
special education services. 

Middle School



Middle School Program Evaluation  
Test results and parent feedback show Minnetonka’s 
middle school improvements are effective and are 
achieving the Board’s goals. Student achievements 
and parent satisfaction continue to be at record levels. 
On the annual parent survey, 94 percent of parents 
responded they believe their child is academically, 
emotionally and socially prepared to be successful 
at the next grade level, a two-point increase from 
the previous year. Ninety-five percent of parent 
respondents would recommend Minnetonka Middle 
Schools to a friend or neighbor.

NWEA
The NWEA tests measure academic achievement 
in math and reading for students in grades K-8. 
Administered in both the fall and spring, the tests 
are intended to pinpoint students’ strengths and 
growth areas in order to improve learning. Results 
from spring 2011 show that when the average or 
“middle” student in Minnetonka is compared with 
the national average, students score several grade 
levels above the national norm. 

The most significant gains this year were at sixth 
grade, where the middle student in Minnetonka 
performs at the end of the eleventh grade level in 
reading and beyond eleventh grade level in math—
approximately five grade levels above national 
norms. Because the vast majority of Minnetonka 
middle school students has exceeded the ability 
range tested on the NWEA, Minnetonka will be 
investigating new nationally-normed assessments 
for future years.

Minnesota State Assessments  
Administered annually, the MCA-IIs are state tests 
in reading and science that meet the requirements 
of the federal No Child Left Behind (NCLB) Act. 
The tests measure student performance on the 
Minnesota Academic Standards, which define what 
our students should know and are able to do in a 
particular grade. The Mathematics MCA-III is a new 
math test and is designed to meet higher standards 
including all students completing Algebra by eighth 
grade. Middle school students are tested in math 
and reading in grades 6-8 and in science in grade 8.

 Spring of 6th Grade  End of 11th Grade Beyond 11th Grade  
 Spring of 7th Grade  Beyond 11th Grade Beyond 11th Grade  
 Spring of 8th Grade  Beyond 11th Grade Beyond 11th Grade  

Minnetonka Reading Performance 
Equals National Average at:

Minnetonka Math Performance 
Equals National Average at:

Minnetonka Students  
in Grade:
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NWEA Spring 2011 Results, Performance by Middle Student 

Percent of Students Scoring Proficient on MCA Tests
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By every measure, Minnetonka 
High School has been on a steep 
trajectory of improvement over 
the last 10 years, and there is 
every expectation this trend will 
continue. 

Average ACT scores have climbed 
from 23.1 in 2002 to 25.7 in 
2010. College entrance rates are 
up from 72 percent in 2002 to 93 
percent in 2011. Take a look at our 
Points of Pride on pages 22-23. 
You will see student achievement 
in all areas: academics, athletics, 
activities and the arts.

Maintaining relatively small class 
sizes at Minnetonka High School 
helps the 2,900-student school 
feel small. Our proactive guidance 
counseling model and use of 
technology also helps personalize 
learning.

MHS Average Class Sizes

• English 27.3

• Math 27.0

• Science 27.4

• Social Studies 28.2

Class of 2011

• 99 percent graduation rate

• 93 percent college-bound

• 80 percent attending 4-year  
 colleges and universities

• 13 percent attending 2-year  
colleges

• 47 percent attending 
Minnesota  colleges and 
universities

• 46 percent attending out-of-
state  colleges and universities

High School



ACT 
Minnetonka High School’s Class of 2011 posted an 
ACT composite score of 25.5, which far exceeds the 
state average of 22.9 and the national average of 
21.1. Minnetonka scores are among the highest in 
the state and are competitive with top public and 
private schools throughout the nation.

 School     Average ACT Composite Scores
 Minnetonka Top 100     31.9   
 Minnetonka Top 200     30.3  
 Minnetonka Top 400     27.8  
 Minnetonka (All)      25.5  
 Benilde-St. Margaret     26.0  
 Blake        28.0  
 Breck        28.0  
 Chanhassen       24.2  
 Chaska        23.2  
 Eden Prairie       25.3  
 Edina        26.1  
 Hopkins        23.3  
 Holy Family       26.0  
 Orono        25.7
 Providence       27.0  
 Wayzata        25.8  
 Westonka        24.5  

Minnetonka ACT Comparison  
The table in the next column lists the average ACT 
composite scores for Minnetonka and other area 
schools, as well as the average ACT composite 
for Minnetonka’s top 100, top 200 and top 400 
students. Because private schools can be selective 
in the admission process, we believe Minnetonka’s 
top 100 and top 200 ACT composite scores are 
important benchmarks in comparison to those of 
area private schools.
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SAT Results 
The SAT exam is a requirement for many East and 
West Coast colleges and universities. Approximately 
17 percent of our 2011 graduating class took the 
SAT. Nationally, SAT scores fell to their lowest point 
since 1995. According to the College Board, the drop 
is due to a greater number of students aspiring to 
attend college, resulting in less prepared students 
taking the SAT. Minnetonka students continue to 
outperform both state and national averages, with 
nationally competitive scores on the SAT. In 2002, 
Minnetonka High School average SAT was just below 
the national average, with 555 Verbal and 578 in 
Math (out of 800). In the last decade scores have 
climbed significantly.

Minnetonka 2011  641 635 610
 2010  641 644 624 
 2009  625 624 607 
 2008  608 627 589 
 2007  616 619 600 
Minnesota 2011  593 609 577 
 2010  594 607 580 
 2009  592 609 578 
Nation 2011  497 514 489 
 2010  501 516 492 
 2009  501 515 493 

SAT Scores Year  Reading  Math  Writing
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25.625.7

24.9

24.6

24.3

24.0

25.5

23

24

25

26

01-0202-0303-0404-0505-0606-0707-0808-0909-1010-11

23.1

ACT Ten-year Composites 
(test scores by MHS graduating classes)



12

Minnesota State Assessments
The MCA-IIs are state tests designed to meet high 
standards. Students must pass the Graduation- 
Required Assessment for Diploma (GRAD) portion of 
the MCA-II tests in order to receive a Minnesota high 
school diploma.
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GRAD Writing, Reading and Math
• 9th Grade Writing: 97.9 percent of Minnetonka 

ninth graders passed on their first attempt.

• 10th Grade Reading: 93.9 percent of Minnetonka 
tenth graders passed on their first attempt.

• 11th Grade Math: 81.7 percent of Minnetonka 
eleventh graders passed on their first attempt; 
statewide only 59.2 percent of students passed.

• Students who do not pass may retake the test 
and must seek remedial assistance in preparation  
for retakes.
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Students  
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2011 323 270 
2010 269 234 
2009 293 218 
2008 218 144 

IB and AP Enrollment
Minnetonka High School’s Advanced Placement 
(AP) and International Baccalaureate (IB) programs 
continue to grow each year as more students 
choose to take these challenging 
courses. Research shows that 
students who take college-level 
courses (IB/AP) while still in high 
school are more likely to attend 
more selective colleges, typically 
experience greater academic 
success in college and have 
higher college graduation rates. 
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Minnetonka AP Scholars

Minnetonka IB Enrollment

Percent of Students Scoring Proficient

 Number of Students  Number of AP  
  Taking AP Exams  Exams Taken
2011 715 1424  
2010 689 1390  
2009 691 1403  
2008 564 1027  
2007 518 1034  

Minnetonka AP Enrollment

88% of 
Minnetonka’s 

AP Exams earn 
a 3 or better, 
qualifying for 
college credit



IB Diplomas—Class of 2011 

Awarded to students who complete the International 
Baccalaureate Diploma Programme including an 
extended essay, 150 hours of creativity, action 
and service (CAS) and success in all six of their IB 
subject exams.

Heather Abzug, Aleah Bingham, Erin Breen, Alice 
Bruderer, Sarah Butzow, Elise Byron, Kathryn Campbell, 
Alexander Coppins, Adriana DePaolis, Stephanie 
DePaolis, Caroline Doherty, Emma Flood, Telma 
Frumholtz, Emily Harrington, Kamiko Higashi, Olivia 
Lott, Amanda Malloy, Amy Miller, Nora Nashawaty, 
Adam Nau, Jackson Nyman, Laura Olsen, Thomas 
Pears, Carleigh Roesler, Daniel Ross, Lucas Rossi, 
Robyn Sherman, Elena Stabile, Michael Thomson

243 Advanced Placement Scholars
28 National AP Scholars  
Granted to students who receive an average of at 
least 4 on all AP exams taken, and scores of 4 or 
higher on eight or more AP exams.

Class of 2011: Colette Celichowski, Annabelle Croskey, 
Steven Grieger, Jack Hodapp, David Johnson, Kristina 
Krebs, Emily Lunzer, Lauren MacDonald, Courtney 
McDougal, Margaret McGonigle, Rachel Nelson, 
Bradford Olson, Lili Peng, Blake Petersen, Eleanor 
Polikowsky, Joseph Schiltz, Samuel Schwebach, Kyle 
Siefering, Kenneth Siu, Laura Studer, Luke Theis, 
Bradley Touhey, Andrew Wagener, Rory Williams

Class of 2012: Robert Dryke, Maria Filsinger (awarded 
in 2010), Aude Lefranc, Daniel Wang

76 AP Scholars with Distinction  
Granted to students who receive an average of at 
least 3.5 on all AP exams taken, and scores of 3 or 
higher on five or more AP exams.

Class of 2011: Sara Aliyeva, Bradley Allen, Bennett 
Batzli, Elizabeth Bazany, Alison Buersmeyer, Richard 
Burkhardt, Joshua Bush, Samantha Carr, Julia 
Christensen, Katherine Crist, Cameron Dahlin, Patrick 
Dorin, Carolyn Draayer, Lauren Dries, Bridget Friendly, 
Sarah Gerton, Samuel Gesko, Ian Goodwin, Jamie 
Graffunder, Kevin Hargrave, Grant Hedblom, Rachel 
Holm, Emilie Holmgren, Benjamin Hubbard, Mitchell 
Jacobson, Connor Johnson, Kristina Johnson, Laura 
Kerber, Maren Kind, Kathleen Klasen, Aleah Laughlin, 
Christine Liesener, Katrin Meiusi, Devin Molnau, Megan 

Morgan, Austin Norby, Mitchell Nuss, Dane Oberman, 
Austin Ost, Britta Palmquist, Thomas Pears, Taylor 
Penzel, Scott Plewka, Nicholas Pyzdrowski, Sean 
Reichard, Nicholas Ronnei, Grant Ruckheim, Susan 
Scow, Shafer Stromwall, David Tran, Kathryn Unger, 
Samuel Vincent, Grace Wengler

Class of 2012: Danikajo Anderson, Jackson Baril, 
Lorin Broadbent, Felix Crepeau, Jordan Debol, Bradley 
Fredrickson, Madison Hager, Thomas Hargrave, 
Alexandra Hitt, Nicholas Jones, Alyna Katti, Kevin 
Knapp, Hailey Kragness, Christopher Kruger, Jeremy 
Nelson, Peter Nelson, Sam Nickolay, David Schneider, 
Hayden Sharma, Samuel Stoltenberg, Megan Wagner, 
Margaret Weiss

Class of 2013: Heather Blundell

51 AP Scholars with Honor  
Granted to students who receive an average of at 
least 3.25 on all AP exams taken, and scores of 3 
or higher on four or more AP exams.

Class of 2011: Andrew Bothun, Laura Brandes, 
Brooke Burdick, Emily Calhoon, Margaret Crawford, 
Alexander Davis, Jacob Ehresmann, Kendall Eitreim, 
Shawn Gaebel, Michael Helmer, Samantha Hochstein, 
Peterjohn Kelsey, Layne Krantz, Emma Lawrenz, Emily 
LeCrone, Rachel Moore, Blake Nelson, Molly Newell, 
Matthew Oliver, Sarah Page, Paige Pipal, Michaela 
Read, Quinn Rock, Michael Stone, Emily Suppes, Drew 
Thomas, Kathryn Thompson, Katelyn Walsh, Chase 
Wietecha, Amy Young

Class of 2012: Matthew Banker, Julia Boudreau, 
Mitchell Clark, Elise Fester, Zachary Goldberg, 
Chandra Kethi-Reddy, Abigail Kroll, Maria Linn, James 
McFarlin, Evelyn McLaughlin, Sonja Nelson, Jeffrey 
Patterson, Natalie Quarberg, Emily Rausch, Katherine 
Roy, Matthew Saunders, Jessica Schacht, David 
Shultz, Daniel Stevenson, Katherine Trebisovsky,  
Max Wingfield
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243 Minnetonka students earned the 
distinction of AP Scholar, including a 
school record 28 National AP Scholars.



National Merit–Class of 2012
This year, Minnetonka has 13 National Merit 
Semifinalists and one National Achievement 
Semifinalist. These current seniors scored among 
the top in the nation on the PSAT taken in October 
of their junior year. The semifinalists must now 
complete an additional application to continue in the 
National Merit Scholarship competition. 

National Merit Semifinalists 
Lorin Broadbent, Robert Dryke, Maria Filsinger, 
Zachary Goldberg, Nicholas Jones, Chandra Kethi-
Reddy, Christopher Kruger, Birch Malotky, Jeremy 
Nelson, Sam Nickolay, Hayden Sharma, Alexander 
Van Dyke, Daniel Wang

National Achievement Semifinalist
Grace Keating

National Merit Commended Students
Jackson Baril, Zachary Berman, Aryeh Blumenreich, 
Julia Boudreau, Matthew Eckerberg, Bradley 
Fredrickson, Scott Goodman, Abigail Hansen, 
Thomas Hargrave, Richard Jennis, Lauren Jerome, 
Grace Keating, Quinn Mallery, James McFarlin, 
David Schneider, Megan Wagner, Margaret Weiss, 
Rachel Yang, Rachel Zeman
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88 AP Scholars 
Granted to students who 
receive scores of 3 or higher 
on three or more AP exams.

Class of 2011: Kaitlyn 
Anderson, Maia Anderson, 
Michael Bartz, Heidi Beckman, 
Cali Brand, Lisa Buller, Patrick 
Carlson, Joshua Conway, 
Nicholas Coughlin, Levi 
Dantzinger, Samuel Dilley, 
Caroline Doherty, Carina 
Dolan, Anthony Engle, Rachel Fettig, Derek Frawley, 
Kathryn Friedlander, John Gardner, Connor Gatenby, 
Benjamin Hogan, Kelsey Holstrom, Ryan Judge, 
Noelani Kallevig, Ellen Kaufman, Michael Koehler, 
Sofi Kragness, Laura Krake, Marissa Kuhnly, Joseph 
Maddox, Alison McArthur, Marit Mikkelsen, Benjamin 
Mollet, Ashley Ness, Ashley Niaz, Madeline Okey, 
Kendra Olson, Alexandra Purnell, Samanntha 
Rehman, Brandon Shepherd, Alexander Sigurdson, 
Grace Simonett, Mackenzie Sissel, Ashley Tulberg, 
Samuel Wanzenried, Parker Weinstock, Kaitlyn Winge,  
Steve Yang

Class of 2012: Kyle Anderson, Courtney Bade, 
Zachary Berman, Matthew Broschard, Andrew Buckley, 
Sarah Campbell, Abigale Denham, Evan Drantch, 
Kendall Dunn, Christina Erickson, Courtney Giese, 
Scott Goodman, Sydney Groll, Julian Hagberg, Kailey 
Holmes, Richard, Jennis, Kyle Keenan, Genevieve 
Lantto, Rachel Lehman, Chase Leinberger, Ryan Liebl, 
Maya MacGibbon, Sarah Mahoney, Quinn Mallery, 
Birch Malotky (awarded in 2010), Liang McIntosh-Yee  
(awarded in 2010), Brianna Naumchik, Austin Redfield, 
Kevin Schneider, Jeremy Scott, Hayley Sharma, Eric 
Sikorski, Kari Stauss, Caitlin Sullivan, Sara Suppan, 
Kathleen Thompson, Matthew Truex, Brandon Wixo

Class of 2013: Justin Bader, Charles Du, Lucas Vroege

AP Scholars, National Merit and 
Achievement Semifinalists

Back Row:  Principal Dave Adney, 
Sam Nickolay, Nicholas Jones, 

Robert Dryke, Alexander Van Dyke
Middle Row: Daniel Wang, Hayden 

Sharma, Chandra Kethi-Reddy, 
Lorin Broadbent, Aude Lafranc

Front Row:  Jeremy Nelson, 
Zachary Goldberg, Birch Malotky, 

Maria Filsinger, Grace Keating, 
Chris Kruger



Allegheny College (1)
American Musical and Dramatic Academy (1)
Amherst College (1)
Arizona State University (4)
Art Institutes International Minnesota (2)
Augsburg College (2)
Augustana College (SD) (2)
Aveda Institute Minneapolis (2)
Baylor University (4)
Belmont University (2)
Bemidji State University (8)
Bennington College (1)
Bethel University (9)
Boston College (1)
Boston University (1)
Brigham Young University, ID (1)
Brown College (1)
Brown University (2)
California Institute of the Arts (1)
California Polytechnic State University,  
 San Luis Obispo (1)
Carleton College (2)
Chapman University (1)
Claremont McKenna College (1)
Colgate University (2)
College of Saint Benedict (4)
College of St. Scholastica (3)
College of Wooster (1)
Colorado Mountain College, Alpine (3)
Colorado Mountain College, Timberline (1)
Colorado School of Mines (1)
Colorado State University (1)
Columbia College (1)
Concordia College, Moorhead (5)
Concordia University at St. Paul (3)
Cornell University (2)
Creighton University (2)
Crown College (1)
Curtin University of Technology (1)
Dakota County Technical College (1)
Dartmouth College (1)
Denison University (2)
DePaul University (3)
Drake University (1)
Dunwoody College of Technology (1)
Fairfield University (1)
Florida State College at Jacksonville (1)
Furman University (1)
Gustavus Adolphus College (8)
Hamline University (4)
Hennepin Technical College (7)
Hillsdale College (1)
Illinois Institute of Technology (1)
Illinois State University (1)
Indiana University at Bloomington (5)
Iowa State University (16)
Itasca Community College (1)
Kenyon College (1)
Lake Superior College (2)
Lawrence University (1)
Lincoln College of Technology (1)
Los Angeles City College (1)
Los Angeles Recording School, The (1)
Loyola University Chicago (1)
Luther College (6)
Macalester College (2)
Marquette University (1)
McNally Smith College of Music (2)
Miami University (OH) (6)

Michigan State University (4)
Minneapolis Community and Technical College (6)
Minnesota State University, Mankato (30)
Minnesota State University, Moorhead (7)
Montana State University, Bozeman (6)
New England Conservatory of Music (1)
New York University (1)
Normandale Community College (50)
North Dakota State College of Science (1)
North Dakota State University (11)
North Hennepin Community College (1)
Northern State University (1)
Northwestern College (MN) (1)
Northwestern University (2)
Nova Southeastern University (1)
Oberlin College (1)
Occidental College (1)
Ohio State University (1)
Old Dominion University (2)
Pacific Lutheran University (1)
Palm Beach Atlantic University (1)
Purdue University (7)
Rasmussen College Bloomington (2)
Regency Beauty Institute (1)
Regis University (1)
Rochester Community and Technical College (1)
Rollins College (1)
Saint John’s University (1)
Saint Mary’s University of Minnesota (2)
San Diego State University (1)
Savannah College of Art and Design (1)
Scripps College (1)
Sierra Nevada College (2)
South Dakota State University (1)
Southern Connecticut State University (1)
Southern Methodist University (1)
Southwest Minnesota State University (1)
St. Catherine University, St. Paul (2)
St. Cloud State University (12)
St. Lawrence University (1)
St. Olaf College (6)
St. Petersburg College (1)
Swiss Federal Institute of Technology Zurich (1)
Syracuse University (1)
Texas Christian University (1)
Tulane University (1)
United States Naval Academy (1)
University of Alabama in Huntsville (1)
University of Arizona (1)
University of British Columbia (1)
University of California at Santa Barbara (2)
University of Chester (1)
University of Colorado at Boulder (5)

University of Delaware (2)
University of Denver (6)
University of Iowa (4)
University of Kansas (2)
University of Manitoba (1)
University of Maryland, College Park (1)
University of Massachusetts, Amherst (1)
University of Michigan (3)
University of Minnesota, Duluth (19)
University of Minnesota, Morris (1)
University of Minnesota, Twin Cities (64)
University of Missouri Columbia (6)
University of Nebraska at Lincoln (2)
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill (1)
University of North Dakota (19)
University of Notre Dame (5)
University of Oregon (1)
University of Pennsylvania (1)
University of Puget Sound (2)
University of Rhode Island (1)
University of Richmond (2)
University of San Diego (1)
University of South Dakota (2)
University of Southern California (1)
University of St. Thomas (22)
University of Utah (2)
University of Vermont (1)
University of Wisconsin, Eau Claire (14)
University of Wisconsin, Green Bay (1)
University of Wisconsin, La Crosse (7)
University of Wisconsin, Madison (17)
University of Wisconsin, Milwaukee (6)
University of Wisconsin, River Falls (5)
University of Wisconsin, Stevens Point (1)
University of Wisconsin, Stout (8)
Ursinus College (1)
Vancouver Community College, City Centre (1)
Vanderbilt University (1)
Vermilion Community College (1)
Virginia Polytechnic Institute and  
 State University (1)
Viterbo University (1)
Wake Forest University (1)
Walden University (1)
Washington University in St. Louis (1)
Wesleyan University (2)
Westmont College (1)
Wheaton College (IL) (1)
Winona State University (14)
Yale University (1)

Minnetonka’s Class of 
2011 College Enrollment
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More than 2,700 parents participated in the District’s annual 
parent survey, a 31 percent response rate. District leaders use 
these results to measure progress on specific goals and to identify 
emerging concerns within our schools.

Elementary Schools
•  Elementary parents overwhelmingly believe that their children 

enjoy school (95%), that school is a safe place (97%) and that 
teachers really care about their child (95%).

•  Parents are highly satisfied with what children are learning in 
art, math, music, and language arts. Very few parents expressed 
dissatisfaction with any content area at the elementary level. 
Although the highest level of satisfaction (81%) was with math, 
the greatest level of dissatisfaction was also in math at 10%.

• Parents in specialty programs are pleased: 94% of Immersion 
parents are satisfied or very satisfied with world language 
learning in the Immersion program, and 90% of Navigator 
parents would recommend their school to a friend.

•  In response to 2010 survey concerns regarding world language 
options, the District piloted an after-school world language 
program for English program elementary students. At the end 
of the pilot, 93% of the parents surveyed were pleased with the 
opportunity provided for children to learn a second language, 
and 80% expressed an intent to continue in the program. As a 
result, the after-school world language program was expanded 
as an option for all English program elementary students.

• When parents were asked about student interactions among 
classes/programs, 84% believe there are adequate opportunities 
for children to make friends beyond their classroom and within 
their grade level. This is a five-point increase from the previous 
year’s survey. Still, 48% would like to see more time scheduled 
for English and Immersion students to interact. This is a six-
point decrease from last year. Each elementary school continues 
to plan and balance opportunities for interaction among all 
children.

• Elementary schools continue to reinforce the principles of 
Responsive Classroom, which address student behavior, routines 
within the classroom, and values of respect and responsibility 
displayed by students. Parents (72%) believe this program has 
a positive impact on Minnetonka schools, up six points.

• In 2010, all Minnetonka elementary schools launched 
the Olweus Bullying Prevention Program. Parents (95%) 
were aware of the program and 96% responded that 
they have talked with their child about preventing and/or  
reporting bullying.

16

The Results Are In
Parents continue to believe children receive 
an excellent education in Minnetonka Public 
Schools. Ninety-eight percent rate the 
education received as Excellent (71%, up 
from 66% in 2010) or Good (27%). 

Education Quality
When asked about the education provided 
by Minnetonka Public Schools during 
the past five years, 48% say the quality 
improved, 45% say it stayed the same and 
only 7% say it declined. Those who believe 
there is a decrease in quality are concerned 
about specialty programs, open enrollment 
and program changes.

Good

Excelent

Decline

Same

Improved

Other

Good

Excelent

Decline

Same

Improved

Other

71% 
Excellent

48% 
Improved

27% 
Good

45% 
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7% 
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2011 Parent Survey

2% 
Fair



• 88% of parents agree that teachers do a good job 
of communicating expectations and instructions. 
This year, principals and teachers are working 
to improve communications through the use of 
Blackboard and Schoology websites.

• In 2010, the middle schools focused their efforts 
on preventing and addressing bullying behavior. 
Seventy-one percent of parents reported their 
child has never been bullied, while 23% reported 
at least one instance (down from 31%). When 
asked what form of bullying occurred, exclusion 
and verbal bullying were most commonly cited.

High School
Overall, parents are highly satisfied with Minnetonka 
High School.

• 98% believe Minnetonka provides a good or 
excellent education.

•  95% would recommend the school to a friend or 
neighbor.

• 94% believe their child will be well-prepared to 
advance to the next grade level. Of the responses, 
96% believe the school’s curriculum is challenging 
and 96% agree the school provides a safe learning 
environment.

• 96% of parents believe the school works 
cooperatively with parents and the community to 
prevent drug and alcohol use.

•  18% of parents expressed dissatisfaction regarding 
communication from teachers about what 
children are learning, compared to 27% last year. 
Minnetonka High School teachers are becoming 
more consistent in posting communications on 
Skyward and Schoology websites and being more 
proactive in communicating with parents about 
student learning.

Middle Schools
Middle school parents continue to report the highest 
levels of satisfaction among all parent groups.

• 98% believe Minnetonka provides an excellent or 
good education.

• 95% of middle school parents would recommend 
the school to a friend or neighbor.

• 52% believe education in the District has improved 
over the last five years, while 40% think the 
quality has remained the same; 8% believe the 
quality has decreased.

• Parents overwhelmingly report that children enjoy 
school (89%), that school is a safe place (98%), 
that teachers treat students with respect (92%) 
and that teachers really care about their child 
(90%).

• On average, 83% of parents feel math, science, 
social studies and language arts courses provide 
the appropriate amount of rigor and challenge, 
while 5% believe there is too much challenge 
and 12% would like to see more. Principals and 
teachers continue to assess curricular programs 
by school, grade and subject in order to address 
any specific concerns.

• Minnetonka middle schools offer a wide variety 
of athletic and activity opportunities. Eighty-one 
percent of parents responded that their child 
participated in at least one extra-curricular activity.
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The online survey was administered to all District parents through email from May 21–June 8 and received a total of 2,719 
responses, a 31 percent response rate. More than 8,700 open-ended comments were provided for principals, the Superintendent 
and the School Board; each comment was read and carefully considered. During the year, some questions posed in the survey will 
be added to the District’s Question and Answer pages on the District website.

96% of parents believe the school works 
cooperatively with parents and the 
community to prevent drug and alcohol use.
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Watch videos of our honorees at
www.minnetonkaalumni.com

Peter Holthe (posthumous)—Class of 1978
While working at Roche Molecular, Peter Holthe’s expertise in 
technology, business and science led to important advancements 
in clinical trials to test new HIV and cancer medicines. He is 
remembered, both personally and professionally, as generous, 
compassionate and supportive—whether it was tutoring his 
college roommate Byron Pitts (who is now an Emmy Award-
winning journalist with CBS News) or helping to match special 
needs children with golf partners. Peter held a Bachelor of 
Science degree from Ohio Wesleyan University, a Master’s from 
Arizona State and an MBA and Ph.D. from UC-Riverside. Peter 
Holthe lost his battle with cancer on February 27, 2010.

Lee Blessing—Class of 1967
When Lee Blessing was a senior at MHS, his English teacher assigned 
the class a theme paper—about 30 pages long. “I knew I had to 
get out of that,” says Blessing. “So I asked if I could write a one-act 
play.” Blessing didn’t realize it at the time, but that play represented 
the start of a career that has placed him among America’s most 
respected and renowned playwrights. His work has been produced 
all over the world, from small playhouses across the U.S. to the most 
prestigious stages in New York, London, Paris and Moscow. Blessing’s 
plays have also been nominated for Tony and Olivier awards and 
a Pulitzer Prize. Today he is the head of the graduate playwriting 
program at Rutgers University. The Minnetonka Theatre program will 
perform Lee Blessing’s Nice People Dancing to Good Country Music 
this winter.

Distinguished Alumni Awards

Minnetonka High School has partnered with the Minnetonka Alumni Association to reconnect graduates 
with our community and our students. Alumni are the visible measure of our success and represent 
what can be learned and accomplished with superior preparation in public education.

The annual Minnetonka Alumni Awards Brunch, held Homecoming weekend, recognizes outstanding 
alumni and former faculty. Our alumni have blazed a trail for others to follow. They are an inspiration 
to current students and their stories are displayed in the MHS Student Union. This year the highly 
accomplished playwright Lee Blessing (’67) spent a morning with MHS writing and theater students 
discussing the creative process and his career as a writer. Other honorees like Kenni Holmen (’76), 
Dr. Prudence Lam (’89) and Charlie Kanan (’69) have also worked directly with our students in music, 
biology and business respectively.
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Charlie Kanan and Frank Kuzma
Class of 1969         Class of 1979
In a few years, the Minnetonka Diamond Club will pay 
off its debt for Veterans and Legacy Fields, leaving 
Minnetonka a jewel of a sports complex. But don’t try 
to thank Charlie Kanan and Frank Kuzma for all their 
hard work. They say it’s been a true team effort. “It all 
comes down to having phenomenal volunteers,” says 
Charlie. “Minnetonka has a large passion to give back. 
Volunteers donate time, they donate effort and they 

Distinguished Service Awards

Kenni Holmen
Class of 1976
• Played saxophone in the  
 MHS band 
• Has recorded with   
 Janet Jackson,   
 Rod Stewart, Prince,   
 Tony Bennett and many  
 others

Jill (Lindquist) Hanson
Class of 1970
• MHS Cheerleader,   
 Student Government  
 leader, Intramurals 
• Gustavus College   
 Athletics Hall of Fame 
• Currently a cross country  
 coach for Buffalo Schools

Col. John J. Ziegler III
Class of 1982
• MHS football, wrestling  
 and track 
• Air Force Academy graduate 
• Now Inspector General  
 at the Air Force Office of  
 Special Investigations in VA

Ann Reed
Class of 1973
• Learned to play the guitar  
 at 12 and played bass  
 clarinet in the MHS band 
• Musician and songwriter  
 for 30+ years 
• Donates 25 percent of her  
 touring efforts to charity

Skippers Hall of Fame

Learn more about 
the Alumni Awards 

and this year’s 
recipients at www.

minnetonkaalumni.com.

Faculty Hall of Fame

Roger “Bud” Leak
Social Studies Teacher,  
Baseball and Hockey Coach

Joe Lane
Physical Education Teacher, 
Track & Field Coach

Yosh Sudo
Social Studies Teacher, 
Wrestling Coach

sacrifice time with their families—all to leave something 
behind.” “It’s amazing what you get accomplished when 
no one cares who gets the credit,” adds Frank.



International Partnerships   
Minnetonka is enhancing our international 
partnerships with sister schools in China, 
Russia, Serbia, Holland, Spain, Germany and 
Chile. For more than 25 years, Minnetonka 
has enjoyed a teacher-exchange relationship 
with Hangzhou Foreign Language School in 
Hangzhou, China. In 2010, a student-teacher 
partnership began with the University of 
Concepcion, Chile. Both programs bring 
native-speaking educators into our schools to 
support Minnetonka teachers and students. 
In exchange, the educators learn American 
teaching pedagogy.

KIVA Micro Loans  
Middle school students at both MME and MMW 
are learning basic business and economics 
lessons while helping entrepreneurs in 
developing countries. KIVA is a global 
nonprofit organization that connects people 
through lending to alleviate poverty. Students 
raise funds, review loan applications from 
people around the world and collaboratively 
agree to make micro loans in $25 increments. 
In May 2011, MME’s 6th grade class made its 
100th loan in a three-year period. 

Pay It Forward Service Tour  
Minnetonka High School students partnered 
with a local nonprofit organization on a Pay 
It Forward Service Tour to Chicago, stopping 
in communities in Wisconsin, Iowa and 
Illinois. Students learned about social issues 
and participated in reflection and leadership 
activities. Through this tour, students 
experienced the rewards of helping to make 
the world a better place.

Backpack Tutoring  
Through Tonka Serves, individual students 
search for volunteer opportunities in our 
community and beyond. One such program 
is Backpack Tutoring. More than 300 MHS 
students travel to Minneapolis elementary 
schools every Tuesday, Wednesday or 
Thursday to work with at-risk students who 
need help with reading and homework.
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In March, the Vice 
Minister and the 
Commissioner of 

Education from 
Shanghai, along with 
dignitaries from the 
Chinese Embassy in 

Washington D.C. and 
the Consulate General 
in Chicago visited the 

Scenic Heights Chinese 
Immersion classrooms. 

They shared high 
praise for the native-

like fluency of our 
elementary students.

Beyond Our Borders



Beyond Our Borders
Highly regarded international programs are 
establishing the Minnetonka School District as a 
leader in helping students make connections for life 
in the 21st century global community.

“It’s estimated that 70 to 80 percent of today’s 
college graduates will work overseas during their 
business careers,” said Chris Pears, an MHS teacher 
who helps run the International Studies Program 
at Minnetonka High School. “This program helps 
students develop skills that will allow them to prosper 
in the 21st century.” 

The International Studies Program is a full-year 
course in which each of the 120 enrolled MHS 
students connects with a student in one of six 
countries: China, Russia, Serbia, Holland, Spain 
and Germany. The eight monthly assignments 
range from the personal history of the foreign 
student to international economics. Students can 
only complete the assignments through one-on-one 
correspondence with the student in another country, 
usually through email, Skype and Facebook.

“This is not a pen pal relationship,” said Mr. Pears. 
“We’re giving them specific, rigorous assignments 
to do. As teachers, we’re really facilitating students’ 
own learning. By putting a structure on top of it, it 
gives students the framework to really get to know 
someone and develop a deep relationship.”

“The class is really interesting,” says MHS student 
Hayley Sharma, who hosted a Chinese student during 
the February visit. “You learn a lot about things you 
never would have thought about before. And it was 
really cool to have a person from another country 
come stay with us—I learned even more from her.”

Many Minnetonka students will get to return the 
favor during planned overseas trips, another 
essential part of making global connections. The 
international program hopes to eventually be able 
to provide financial help for students who need it for 
travel. Program leaders are counting on support from 
previous generations of students who remember the 
profound impact international experiences had on 
their lives.

For the current generation, travel is not limited to 
students in the International Studies Program. MHS 
Spanish teacher Tim Felty has been taking a group 

of International Baccalaureate (IB) and accelerated 
Spanish students to Peru annually, where they 
perform service alongside Peruvian IB students. In 
2010, the MHS students used money they collected 
during the school year to help build a library in the 
impoverished village of Manchay, near Lima. This 
past summer Mr. Felty led another group to Manchay, 
where they again aided the school with donations 
raised during the year.

“The kids who go are able to form relationships with 
IB students,” said Mr. Felty. “So anytime these guys 
want to travel down to South America, they will have 
contacts. I still have friends from when I was abroad 
in Spain.”

Sometimes it’s the teacher who travels and brings the 
experience back to the students. MHS social studies 
teacher Doug Kennedy spent the fall of 2010 in India 
as a Fulbright Distinguished Exchange Teacher. His 
study topic: How the IB Theory of Knowledge course 
is taught in different cultures.

“I can bring back another unique perspective that 
my students can connect with,” said Mr. Kennedy. 
“Just the sharing of ideas with other teachers was 
so beneficial. We could swap lesson ideas and 
then talk more about them. It was an incredibly  
enriching experience.”

The idea of making international connections is not 
new to Minnetonka. The District has been exchanging 
teachers with the Hangzhou Foreign Language 
School in China for more than 20 years as well as 
facilitating countless international student trips.

It’s all part of helping students expand their world 
reach and prepare them for a future many people 
never dreamed about. A future in which talking to 
your neighbor now means connecting not only with 
someone in your backyard, but also with someone 
from a different culture, thousands of miles away. 
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Principal Adney and two MHS students met 
their counterparts at the Chinese-American 

High School Forum in Beijing, China



Arts
•  Minnetonka High School’s fall musical, How to 

Succeed in Business Without Really Trying, was 
honored with 14 Spotlight Musical Theatre Awards, 
including MHS’s sixth consecutive Outstanding 
Overall Production of a Musical Award by the 
Hennepin Theatre Trust.

•  Ryan McCartan capped off his high school career 
with the 2011 Best Actor Award at the National 
High School Musical Theatre Awards and a U.S. 
Presidential Scholar Award (one of only two 
nationally in Theatre). He previously earned four 
consecutive Outstanding Actor Spotlight Awards 
from the Hennepin Theatre Trust.

•  Kelsey Peterjohn earned Outstanding Performance 
awards and was a 2010 Minnesota Scholar of 
Distinction in the Arts.

•  Minnetonka’s production of Laramie Project won 
the State One-Act Play Festival, earning the theatre 
program’s seventh consecutive "starred" rating in 
state competition.

•  The spring production of Phantom of the Opera 
set a school record of 15 consecutive sold out 
performances with Minnesota’s premier high school 
production of the Andrew Lloyd Webber classic.

•  Minnetonka art students received a total of 30 
Minnesota Scholastic Art Awards this year including 
six Gold Key, eight Silver Key and 16 Merit Awards.

•  Samantha Carr, Marissa Kuhnly and Audrey Thayer 
were named to the National Women’s Honor Choir.

•  Rachel Fettig, Brad Allen, John Cushing, Sam 
Schweback and Shafer Stromwall were named to 
the 2011 All-State Band.

•  The MHS Wind Ensemble received unanimous 
Superior ratings at the State Music Contest for the 
14th consecutive year.

•  The MHS Jazz Ensemble performed at the state 
Jazz Festival and opened for six-time Grammy-
nominated guitarist Mike Stern.

•  John Cushing and Brad Allen were awarded 
Outstanding Musicianship Awards at the state Jazz 
Festival.

Points of Pride
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Ryan McCartan

2011 U.S. 
Presidential 

Scholar in the 
Arts

2011 National 
High School 

Musical Theatre 
Awards Best 

Actor

Pictured here in 
his role as the 

Phantom of the 
Opera



Academics
• In the Class of 2011, 67 students graduated 

Summa Cum Laude with a 4.0 or higher GPA.

• Among the Class of 2011, twelve were National 
Merit Finalists and 21 were honored as National 
Merit Commended Students.

• The Class of 2011 posted an impressive 25.5 ACT 
composite average. This class has a 99 percent 
graduation rate, with 93 percent college-bound.

• The Class of 2011 included 78 National Honor 
Society members and 92 Minnetonka Honor 
Society members.

• Rachel Moore, Taylor Penzel and 
Alex Purnell received honorable mention awards 
at the 2011 DECA International Competition.

• Samuel Schwebach won first place in individual 
competition at the four-state Region 10 Physics 
Bowl Competition. Minnetonka also took first 
place in the team competition.

• Thomas Pears and Richard Burkhardt won the 
Regional DemandTec Retail Challenge sponsored 
by General Mills. They participated in the national 
competition in New York.

• In the Continental Math League competition, 
Minnetonka teams finished in the top 10 in the 
nation at all grades (2 – 9), with grades 5, 8 and 
9 capturing 2nd place finishes.

Athletics
•  Minnetonka celebrated state championships in 

three sports this year: girls hockey, girls alpine 
ski, and boys swim and dive.

•  Fourteen athletes earned All-State Honors and 43 
senior athletes earned All-Conference Honors.

• Christian Skaret took first in State Track in the 
boys 1,600-meter. He was also a state qualifier 
for mens cross country for which he received  
All-State Honors.

• Megan Bailey won the Section Championship 
to qualify for state in girls cross country. She 
represented Minnetonka at state competition in 
three sports: Nordic skiing (two years), track and 
cross country and was the recipient of this year’s 
Athena Award.  

•  The boys Alpine ski team placed second in state.

• The varsity cheerleading squad placed third in 
national competition.

• The girls basketball team had a record season, 
finishing 21-7 and making it to the Section Final. 
Twenty-one wins is the most ever by the girls high 
school basketball team.

•  Julie Friend, goalie for the Skippers’ State  
Champion girls hockey team, was named  
Minnesota Senior Goalie of the Year, Minnesota  
Player of the Year, All-Metro and All-State Honors 
from the Associated Press and was named to the  
All-State Tournament Team.

• Carolyn Draayer, girls hockey, earned the highly 
coveted Herb Brooks Award and was also named 
to the All-State Tournament Team.

• Hilary Duda was All-State and named Minnesota 
Lacrosse Player of the year by the state’s coaches.
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Lili Peng, U.S. 
Presidential Scholar

• Ryan McCartan and Lili Peng 
were named U.S. Presidential 
Scholars, two of  only  three 
Minnesota students so honored.

• For the 23rd consecutive year, 
the Architecture & Engineering 
Team earned Superior ratings  at 
the State Technology Challenge.
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The National Board Certified Teacher 
Program is a rigorous professional 
growth and evaluation program for 
highly accomplished teachers in America. 
While state licensure sets minimum 
standards for novice teachers, the 
National Board Certification Program 
sets high standards among experienced 
teachers. The extensive evaluation 
process includes written exams, video 
examples of teaching and a portfolio 
of work. The process often takes years  
to complete. 

Minnetonka’s Distinguished Educator 
Program encourages highly qualified 
teachers to pursue National Board 
Certification. Results have been 
impressive with an 80 percent pass rate 
(compared to a 40 percent national pass 
rate) in the process, the highest pass rate 
in Minnesota.

National Board Certified Teachers
Jeffrey Beckstrom, Minnewashta
Diane Daniels, Deephaven
Niki Danou, Groveland
Jeremy Engebretson, Groveland
Brent Frank, Groveland
Kim Hoehne, Minnetonka High School
Kelly Kautz, Clear Springs
Timothy Ketel, Excelsior
Kristi Kuehn, Groveland
Kathryn Larson, Minnewashta
Delette Lemon, Clear Springs
Mary Jane Narog, Clear Springs
Dawn Sailer, Clear Springs
Cheryl Twedt, Clear Springs
Jenny Van Aalsburg, Clear Springs

Celebration of Excellence



25

Twenty-three outstanding educators and district 
employees were honored in 2011 for their commitment 
to child-centered excellence. To nominate an outstanding 
teacher, staff member or volunteer for 2012, go to  
www.minnetonka.k12.mn.us/celebrateexcellence.

Celebration of Excellence
Awards for Child-Centered Excellence in Teaching
•  Karen Hughes-Hoffner, Minnetonka Community   
 Education Center, Teacher
•  Nicole Snedden, Clear Springs, Fifth Grade
•  Karl Boberg, Deephaven, Fifth Grade
•  Jeri Braun, Excelsior, Speech Language Pathologist
•  Heidi Hammerback, Groveland, Fourth Grade
•  Julia Antonsen, Minnewashta, Kindergarten
•  Melinda Barry, Scenic Heights, Media Specialist
•  Angie Kallman, Middle School East, Math Teacher
•  Mary Callahan, Middle School West, Special Education
•  Paula Holmberg, Minnetonka High School, Choir Teacher
•  Christopher Pears, Minnetonka High School, Social   
 Studies Teacher

The Minnetonka Employee Awards for  
Child-Centered Excellence
•  Dave Eisenmann, District Service Center, Administrator
•  Merle Jensen, Clear Springs, Clerical Staff
•  Susan Gillespie, Scenic Heights, Community Ed
•  Mike Dixon, Minnetonka Middle School West, Custodian
•  Francine Boyce, Minnewashta, Nutrition Services
•  Donna Dahl, Groveland, School Social Worker
•  Angie Wilz, Deephaven, Paraprofessional
•  Therese Meyer, Excelsior, Paraprofessional
•  Karin Maas and Wendi Hammond, Minnetonka Middle   
 School West, Co-Curricular Advisors

2011 Board, Gustafson and Parnell Awards
Sponsored by the Minnetonka Public Schools Foundation, the 
Lake Minnetonka/Excelsior Rotary and the Parnell Family, 
three awards recognize exceptional teachers.
•  Lynn Owen, Deephaven, Board Award for Excellence in   
 Elementary Teaching
• Tasha Campbell Chang, MHS, Parnell Award for   
 Excellence in Special Education
•  Bev Ginther, District, Joyce Gustafson Memorial Award

2011 Volunteer Awards
The Minnetonka Spinnaker and Community Education 
Awards honor volunteers and community partners.

Bob and Diana Davis, Backpack Tutoring Coordinators; 
Dan Sigurdson, Citizen’s Finance Committee Volunteer; 
Joanne Olds, Dream Maker’s Chair; Rachel Benson, 
Groveland Volunteer; Sharon Garber, MME Volunteer; 
Steve London, Caribou Coffee, Community Partner; Steve 
Pieh, Community Education Volunteer; Ila Wheeler, ECFE 

Advisory Chair and Program Volunteer; Rob Clarno, Youth 
Programs Volunteer of the Year; Jeanne Kerans, Project 
Soar, Adult Programs Volunteer of the Year; Abrakadoodle 
Arts Program, Business Partner of the Year

State and National Honors
Julie Carter, PhD, Executive Director for 
Technology 
The National School Boards Association Technology 
Leadership Network (TLN) named Julie Carter to its 2010 
“20 to Watch” list, which recognizes educators for promoting 
innovative technology into high-quality classroom learning 
and district operations. Minnetonka has implemented a 
single sign-on portal for students, staff and parents, allowing 
collaboration and access to protected information with a 
single login. Students collaborate internationally via the 
Web and have access to free online storage, e-mail and file 
sharing. A guest wireless access at the high school campus 
allows students to bring their own laptops, smart phones, 
iPads and other devices to school.
Carter was also recognized as one of three 2010 Leaders 
of the Year by Tech & Learning. Since voters approved a 
2002 technology levy, Minnetonka Schools and staff have 
earned seven national awards for using technology as an 
accelerator of learning.

Paul Bourgeois, CPA, Executive Director for 
Finance and Operations 
Named 2011 Minnesota School Business Official of the Year, 
Bourgeois is known as a strategic thinker, with an eye toward 
efficiency. A CPA with both educational and corporate finance 
experience, Bourgeois has a unique ability to monitor the 
economy, federal monetary policy and state legislation to 
inform actions that benefit the Minnetonka School District. 
His plans to restructure debt to fund our facilities program 
took advantage of low interest rates and a competitive 
bidding climate. During his tenure, the District’s bond rating 
was upgraded to Moody’s Aaa—the highest rating possible.

2011 Principal Awards
Dave Adney, MHS Principal, was named the 2011 High 
School Principal of the Year for Hennepin County. He was 
also selected to serve on a national committee for principal 
evaluation. Adney will work with national researchers and 
education leaders to develop standards for evaluating school 
leaders. He is also serving on the Minnesota work-group 
tasked with implementing a performance-based evaluation 
system for principals. 

Jeff Erickson, MHS Assistant Principal was named the 
2011 High School Assistant Principal of the Year for 
Hennepin County. Erickson has played a key role in teacher 
development and standards-based grading at Minnetonka 
High School.

The Minnesota Elementary School Principals’ Association 
recognized Joe Wacker, Scenic Heights Principal with the 
2011 MESPA Division Leadership Achievement Award for 
noteworthy contributions to effective learning programs.

Celebration of Excellence
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2010-11 Student Achievement Goal  
Student achievement in reading, writing 
and math will improve on average 
across the District as measured by 
results of standardized tests including 
NWEA, MCA-II, Get-It-Got-It-Go, ACT, 
SAT, IB and AP examinations and/or 
appropriate program measures. The 
results of each of these measures are 
detailed throughout this report.

No Child Left Behind Act  
Despite ranking first in the metro 
area in reading, Minnetonka School 
District fell short of making adequate 
yearly progress as defined by the No 
Child Left Behind Act. As a subgroup, 
English Language Learners (students 
for whom English is not the home 
language) did not meet targets on the 
state reading test. The District met 
targets for all other subgroups and 
measures.

Technology Accelerates Learning 
Minnetonka School District has earned 
national recognition for vision and 
leadership in classroom technology. 
During the last year, the Technology 
Department has focused on the 
following goals: 1) increasing student 
access to technology in E-12 classrooms 
by increasing the number of handheld 
student responders, laptops and 
desktops in classrooms and in media 
centers, 2) launching a 1:1 (student to 
computing device) pilot project using 
the Apple iPad to create a seamless 
and dynamic educational experience 
for students and 3) providing easier 
access for parents to view information 
about their child through a single sign-
on portal, MyMinnetonka.

Teaching and Learning

A Groveland student designed, built 
and raced his solar car as part of 

the STEM curriculum.



2011-12 District Staff Development Goals
Minnetonka’s staff development focuses  on 
instructional improvements and student  
achievement. Each building sets staff development 
goals, including one Q-Comp goal for the year, which 
are approved by the School Board. As required by 
the state, Q-Comp goals focus on students meeting 
or exceeding individual growth targets, holding 
Minnetonka teachers accountable for individual 
student achievement.

1. 21st Century Attributes and Abilities
Design, implement and evaluate professional 
development programs through the lens of the 
District’s strategic goals for 21st Century Attributes 
and Abilities, including project-based learning, 
inquiry-based learning, critical and creative thinking, 
collaboration, communication and interdisciplinary 
connections. Identify and address gaps in staff 

development plans.

2. Innovation
Develop training programs 
to support a culture of 
innovation in the District. 
The programs will be based 
on the District’s innovation 
framework, reflect the latest 
research in the field and be 
developed in a consistent, 
rigorous fashion that is 
aligned with adult-learning 
theories.

3. Academic Literacy
Develop coaching programs 
to support district literacy 
goals. Programs and best 
practices will clearly define 
Minnetonka literacy and 
staff development will be 
implemented to increase 
teacher knowledge and 
understanding of literacy 
standards and achievement.
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Teaching & Learning 
Advisory Committee
Rebecca Adams (’12)
Susanne Alexander (’12)
Cindy Andress (’12)
Emily Carlson (’12)
James Donald (’12)
Adam Ehrmantraut (’12)
Jeremy Engebretson (’11)
Carol Friendly (’11)
Jennifer Fuchs (’12)
Beverly Ginther (’12)
Sandy Gosen (’12)
Paule Hocker (’12)
Stephanie Johnson (’12)
Heidi Kluzak (’12)
Peter Kluzak (’12)
Meg Low (’12)
Paul Luehr (’11)
David Olson (’11)
Lauren Ostlund (’11)
Mike Postma (’12)
John Powers (’12)
Juliette Primeau (’12)
Anne Redfern (’12)
Pete Rogan (’12)
Susan Scow (’11)
Glenn Stolar (’12)
Kari Wehrmann (’12)
Angie Weidner (’11)

(Year term ends)

  

Curriculum Review 
Minnetonka’s curriculum challenges and supports 
all students to pursue their highest academic and 
personal achievements. The curriculum provides a 
framework for reaching world-class excellence by 
aligning rigorous standards, grade-level benchmarks, 
instructional strategies and resources. The following 
areas were under curriculum review during the 
2010-11 school year.
Skyward Curriculum Mapping Tool  
Curriculum mapping tools in Skyward allow 
teachers throughout the District to collaborate in 
developing and using all District curricula, standards,  
benchmarks and common assessments. Teachers 
can now use Skyward for online assessments 
and students receive immediate feedback after 
completing assignments. Skyward also provides 
parents with convenient access to their child’s 
teachers, class schedule, grades, learning objectives, 
rubrics and report cards.
Elementary Math  
To enhance math learning, elementary teachers 
developed common assessments based on the 4-point 
Marzano Rubric, which identifies what students are 
learning and how well they are progressing. Math 
teachers also received supplementary materials and 
training to improve instruction in teaching number 
sense and problem-solving.
Elementary STEM  
The elementary science department strengthened 
all of its hands-on science units to include specific 
Science, Technology, Engineering and Math activities 
to support inquiry-based learning. Scientists in 
Residence, Physics Force and applied environmental 
learning projects are examples of hands-on, real 
world science experiences that build 21st century 
foundational skills of critical thinking, collaboration, 
curiosity and technology literacy. In addition, the 
District received a federal grant to translate STEM 
lessons into the Chinese language of Mandarin. This 
year, Chinese Immersion students in third through 
fifth grades have core STEM units embedded in 
the science curriculum. The District is working to 
translate STEM units into Spanish.
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MME & MMW Tennis Court Expansions 
Hennepin County Commissioner Jan Callison 
visited the completed tennis courts at Minnetonka 
Middle School East. Seven tennis courts were 
funded in part by a $100,000 grant from the 
Hennepin County Youth Sports Program which 
is financed with the Twins Stadium sales tax 
revenue. Minnetonka Middle School West also 

completed its expansion to seven tennis courts. 
With more than 100 students participating in 
girls tennis in the fall and boys tennis in the 
spring, the additional court capacity allows for 
more active participation by students, supports 
the physical education program and allows the 
schools to host Minnesota State High School 
League events.



Minnetonka’s schools are community assets. During 
the last year, the District has completed a number of 
long-term maintenance and renovation projects to 
protect taxpayers’ investment for the next 50 years. 
The work to keep the buildings serving student needs 
and preserving overall facility quality is timely. With 
low interest rates and a competitive bidding climate, 
it is fiscally advantageous to undertake construction 
projects now to facilitate the District’s long-term 
enrollment plan.

District Construction
Arts Center on 7   
In January 2011, the Studio Theater, an expanded 
scene shop and a large music classroom opened at 
the Arts Center on 7. The Studio Theater provides a 
second venue for performances at the Arts Center. 
This past summer, performances of Anything Goes 
and Chicago ran simultaneously. The additional 
space provides enhanced opportunities for students 
to participate in the arts. More than 1,800 students 
participate in the fine arts each year at Minnetonka 
High School.

Groveland Classrooms, Parking and   
Running Track 
Two classrooms were added at Groveland Elementary 
School to support growing enrollment. A large music 
room capable of hosting full band rehearsals was 
also added to support the enhanced music program. 
Expanded parking areas reduce congestion on the 
streets around the school during start and release 
times. A three-lane running track was paved around 
the play area as part of the parking lot project.

Clear Springs Classrooms and Parking  
A large music room capable of hosting full band 
rehearsals was added to support the growing music 
program. One classroom and a small staff room were 
also added. The staff room conversion resulted in a 
gain of a second classroom. A 110-spot parking lot 
for additional off-street parking is under construction 
and scheduled for completion before winter.

Middle School Classrooms    
The growing student population of the middle 
schools required the conversion of large storage 
rooms to classroom spaces. Four classroom spaces 
were created from storage spaces and music  
practice rooms.

MME and MMW Kitchen Expansion  
A growing student population required the expansion 
of the kitchens at both middle schools. A small 
addition to house the refrigerators and freezers at 
each school allows for an additional serving line.

MME and MMW Tracks  
The tracks at both middle schools were paved to 
support the physical education programs and the 
middle school track program in spring.

Minnetonka Community Education Classrooms
Growing enrollment in Early Childhood Family 
Education and Explorers Club required additional 
space for fall 2011. A new ECFE classroom was 
created from a vacated office, and new office space 
was created from an existing conference room.

Educational Design Awards
The Minnetonka High School, Arts Center on 7 
and Deephaven Media Center renovation projects 
earned national design awards. Minnetonka resident 
Tammy Magney of ATS&R was the lead architect for  
the projects.

School ENERGY STAR® Awards  
Six of nine school buildings were 
given ENERGY STAR Awards 
by the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency in May 
2011. Minnetonka High 
School, Deephaven, Excelsior, 
Groveland, Minnewashta and 
Scenic Heights all scored 
high enough to earn this prestigious award. The 
two middle schools and Clear Springs scored just 
below the ENERGY STAR threshold. Additional 
energy-efficiency improvements are planned during 
summer and fall 2011 at these three buildings to 
meet the ENERGY STAR threshold in 2012. Boiler 
stack recovery units that recapture and recycle 
heat were installed at eight school buildings that 
have steam boilers during summer 2011. During fall 
2011, all 218 parking lot lights in the District will 
be replaced with LED lighting that uses 70 percent 
less energy. Occupancy sensors are being installed 
in approximately 630 rooms across the District to 
reduce electricity use.

29



30

$0

$10

$20

$30

$40

$50

‘95 ‘96 ‘97* ‘98 ‘99 ‘01** ‘02 ‘03* ‘04 ‘05 ‘10 ‘11 ‘12‘06 ‘07 ‘08* ‘09

$31.9

‘96 ‘97 ‘98 ‘99 ‘00 ‘01 ‘02 ‘03 ‘04 ‘05 ‘10 ‘11 ‘12‘06 ‘07 ‘08

‘00

$34.9

$38.7 $37.9 $38.0

$39.5

$39.8

$18.7

$39.5

$23.8
$24.8 $25.0

$28.0

$31.9 $31.9 $31.9 $32.4

$34.1 $34.1

Millions

footnotes to the graph, add * to 97, 03, 08 and ** to 01

Minnetonka Property Tax Levy History
Local property taxes account for 27.7 percent of the District’s annual operating budget. The 
School Board has set the preliminary 2012 tax levy at an amount not to exceed $34.1 million 
dollars, which is equal to the 2011 tax levy. The Board has held the tax levy flat three of the last 
five years. The 2012 levy is 2.2 percent lower than the amount levied 16 years ago.

*  Voters approved local referenda to increase funds available for schools in 1996, 2002, 2007
** During the 2001 Legislative session the state eliminated the general education property tax levy and assumed responsibility for   

 $415 of local referenda funding for all school districts.

M
ill

io
ns
  Unaudited Actual Adopted Budget
  2010-11 2011-12
Beginning Balance $13,997,920 $14,721,700
Revenue $84,035,783 $83,783,844
Expenditures $83,312,002 $84,748,210
Difference $723,781 $(964,366)
One-Time Capital Transfer — $495,200
Ending Balance $14,721,701 $14,252,534
Ending Balance Components  
Restricted Fund Balance — —
Assigned Fund Balance $3,243,535 $2,540,898
Unassigned Fund Balance $11,478,166 $11,711,636
Unassigned Fund Balance % 13.78% 13.82%
Student Enrollment 8,588 9,001

 2009-10* Cost Per Pupil Ranking
 Minnetonka $9,580 131
 Anoka $10,150 90
 Edina $9,836 109
 Eden Prairie $9,718 121
 Hopkins $11,472 35
 Minneapolis $13,201 17
 St. Louis Park $10,371 74
 St. Paul $12,749 20
 Wayzata $9,537 137
 State $9,753 
*most recent comparable data available

Citizens Finance 
Advisory and 

Audit Committee
Brian Friese
John Groton
Brian Larson
Tom Pohlad
Pat Schmidt

Mary Benson
Sandy Booth

Dawn Bruesehoff
Melissa Hallman

Anita Otten
Pam Langseth
Paul Bourgeois

Dennis Peterson

District Finances
Facing a difficult economy and looming state deficit, 
Minnetonka has strategically focused on increasing 
efficiencies and generating revenue to ensure adequate 
resources for our schools. As a result, Minnetonka is 
the only district in the metro area to avoid laying off 
teachers, cutting programs or dipping into reserves over 
the last five years. Instead, the District has enhanced 
programs that attract families into our community.

Funding depends on enrollment. So, when District 
planning teams looked at finances in 2002, with 

a projected loss of 1,000 
students by 2010, enrollment 
became a primary strategy 
for stabilizing finances. Today, 
Minnetonka attracts 1,900 
open enrollment students from 
nearby communities. Hundreds 
of resident students, who 
previously enrolled in private 
schools, have transferred into 
our public schools. The result is 

$13 million dollars in added revenue to fund programs 
for all students in our schools this year.

In 2011, Moody’s 
again affirmed the 
District’s Aaa Bond 
Rating, the highest 
rating possible for 
any corporation or 
government entity.
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      Unaudited
  Actual % of Total Budget % of Total
  10-11 10-11 11-12 11-12

Sources of Funds
Local Sources
 Property Taxes 19,564,705 21.8% 22,034,958 24.9%
 All Other 5,299,075 5.9% 2,476,484 2.8%
 Total Local Sources 24,863,780 27.7% 24,511,442 27.7%

State Uses of Funds
 General Education Aid 52,075,478 58.1% 54,711,942 61.7%
 Special Education Aid 7,386,493 8.2% 6,820,560 7.7%
 All Other State Aids 1,231,400 1.4% 695,253 0.8%
 Total State Sources 60,693,371 67.7% 62,227,755 70.2%

Federal Sources 4,117,408 4.6% 1,873,276 2.1%

Total Sources of Funds–General Fund 89,674,559 100.0% 88,612,473 100.0%

Uses of Funds
Instruction, Support Services & School Level Administration
Instruction
 Salaries 44,347,339 50.6% 45,122,969 50.6%
	 Benefits	&	Payroll	Taxes	 11,857,178	 13.5%	 12,375,649	 13.9%
 All Other 4,151,996  4.7% 4,504,678 5.1%

Instructional & Pupil Support Services
 Salaries 4,545,351 5.2% 4,630,200 5.2%
	 Benefits	&	Payroll	Taxes	 1,186,848	 1.4%	 1,242,514	 1.4%
 All Other 916,527 1.0% 801,843 0.9%

School Level Administration
 Salaries 2,495,604 2.9% 2,483,142 2.8%
	 Benefits	&	Payroll	Taxes	 704,687	 0.8%	 732,443	 0.8%
 All Other 408,974 0.5% 436,802 0.5%

Facilities, Operations & Maintenance
 Salaries 2,710,313 3.1% 2,743,818 3.1%
	 Benefits	&	Payroll	Taxes	 922,444	 1.1%	 944,850	 1.1%
 All Other 5,702,233 6.5% 5,563,267 6.2%
Subtotal, School Level Education Services 79,949,494 91.3% 81,582,175 91.6%

Student Transportation
 Salaries 95,855 0.1% 93,342 0.1%
	 Benefits	&	Payroll	Taxes	 27,860	 0.0%	 25,855	 0.0%
 All Other 3,706,127 4.3% 3,876,014 4.4%
  3,829,842 4.4% 3,995,211 4.5%

District Level Administration
 Salaries 2,054,124 2.3% 2,110,220 2.4%
	 Benefits	&	Payroll	Taxes	 766,280	 0.9%	 770,521	 0.9%
 All Other 985,857 1.1% 569,204 0.6%
  3,806,261 4.3% 3,449,945 3.9%

Total Uses of Funds-General Fund 87,585,597 100.0% 89,027,331 100.0%
Sources Over (Under) Uses 2,088,962  (414,858)

 Other Financing Sources (Uses) –  – 
 Other Adjustments –  – 
 Net Transfers In (Out) –  – 
Net Change in Funds 2,088,962  (414,858) 

Total Fund Balance
 Beginning of Year 14,815,295  16,904,257 
 End of Year 16,904,257  16,489,399

3.9%

Federal Sources

State Sources

Local Sources

District Level Administration

Student Transportation

Facilities, Operations & 
Maintenance

Instruction, Pupil 
Support Services & 
School Level 
Administration

District Level Administration

Student Transportation

School Level 
Education Services

All Other

Bene�ts & Payroll Taxes

Salaries

81.2%

64.2%
18.1%

17.7%

10.4%

4.5%

Uses of Funds 
School Level vs 
District Level
FY11-12 - 
General Fund 

Sources of Funds  
FY11-12 Budget 
General Fund

Uses of Funds by 
Function/Activity 
FY11-12 Budget - 
General Fund

Uses of Funds - 
Employee 
Compensation vs 
All Other Fy11-12 
Budget - 
General Fund

27.7%

70.2%

2.1%

91.6%

3.9%
4.5%

Responsible financial, curricular and policy decisions by the Minnetonka 
School Board direct more than 80 percent of the annual operating 
budget to our instructional program. Fifteen percent is allocated to 
facilities, operations and transportation. Four percent is spent on district 
administration. Overall efficiency places Minnetonka’s per pupil spending 
near the State average.
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Community Education
Minnetonka Community 
Education 
www.minnetonkacommunityed.org

Minnetonka Community Education 
supports the educational, social and 
recreational needs of the community 
by serving adults, youth and children 
throughout the District.

Tour de Tonka
The sixth annual Tour de Tonka bike 
ride was held Saturday, August 6. 
For the sixth straight year the event 
set a new attendance record with 
2,449 riders. Riders represented 165 
different Minnesota communities 
and 14 states. The 2012 Tour de 
Tonka will be held on Saturday, 
August 2.

2010-2011 MCE  
Advisory Council Members
Erin Adams
Paul Alegi
Curt Carpenter
Imogen Davis
Bridget Friendly
Brian Grafsgaard
Pam Humphrey
Dave Johnson
Lynn Johnson
Brendan Johnson
Charlie Kanan
Harriet Katz
Tim Litfin
Lora Marceau
Julie Maroney
Betsy O’Connor
Steve Pieh
Kathleen Pratt
Robert Quam
Renee Schubbe
Tad Shaw
Joe Wacker
John Wheaton



33

Participation and Customer   
Satisfaction Increases
Enrollment in Minnetonka Community Education 
(early childhood, youth and adult) programs and 
classes increased again in 2010-11 by 7.3 percent.

Customer satisfaction with Community Education 
classes also increased this year. On average, 89 
percent of survey respondents said they would rate 
their experience as good or excellent. This is up 4 
percentage points since 2008-09 when Minnetonka 
Community Education began collecting evaluation 
data. Survey responses are used to create new or 
improve existing classes.

New and Ongoing Activities Thrive  
Through new and ongoing programs offered in 2010-
11 Minnetonka Community Education continued to 
strengthen and enrich the Minnetonka area.

Program Highlights 
• New classes offered in 2010-11 included 

FIRST®LEGO® League, Junior Skipperettes 
Dance Team, Nordic Walking Club, Mike 
Lynch’s Starwatching Party, Want to Start a 
New  Business?, Thriller Line Dance Workshop  
and more.

• Youth Programs offered 65 STEM and 60 World 
Language classes and camps in 2010-11.

• Minnetonka Music Academy’s private lesson  
enrollment increased by 34 percent.

•  Minnetonka Preschool enrollment increased by 
14.8 percent.

• Explorers Club before-and-after school childcare 
program enrollment increased by 10.8 percent.

Implementing new programs and adapting to the 
needs of the community continue to be top priorities 
for Minnetonka Community Education.

Minnetonka Aquatics  
www.minnetonkaaquatics.org 
Minnetonka Aquatics, a n ational 
standard for community aquatics, 
supports and promotes education, 
wellness, competition and safety by 
providing excellence in programming and outstanding 
facilities for all ages and abilities in the Minnetonka 
School District and the broader community.

Minnetonka Swim Club  
The Minnetonka Swim Club had an outstanding year 
with record participation and the achievement of 
several milestones:
• Swim Club participation increased 36 percent.
• The number of swimmers earning qualifying times 

for the AB/C Finals meet more than tripled.
• Minnetonka placed sixth overall at the State Club 

Championship—the highest rank achieved by the 
club to date.

• Seven swimmers qualified for regional 
championships and swam for Team Minnesota. 
The swimmers—Riley Donlin, Sophie Levy, Martha 
Haas, Anna Justinak, Delaney Ambrosen, Bastien 
Ibri and Ryan Current—helped Minnesota place 
second overall, just behind Wisconsin.

• Three swimmers—Cole Bateman, Noah Busch and 
Isabel Wyer—qualified for and attended the highly 
competitive Speedo Junior National Championships 
in California.

• Swimmer and Coach David Plummer placed fifth 
internationally in the 100 Meter Backstroke at the 
FINA World Championships in Shanghai, China as a 
member of Team USA, swimming a  personal best 
time of 53.04. Plummer continues  his journey 
toward the 2012 Olympics.

Learn-to-Swim  
The Minnetonka Learn-to-Swim program empowers 
young swimmers with skills, knowledge and 
confidence in their swimming ability, while developing 
a lifelong commitment to safety, wellness and 
enjoyment in the water. In 2010-11 the program 
focused on enhancing the Learn-to-Swim curriculum 
and improving customer service. On end-of-session 
parent surveys, 92 percent rated the Minnetonka 
Learn-to-Swim program as good or excellent  
and 96 percent rated the class instructors as good  
or excellent.
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View our Multimedia Annual Report. 
As a national leader in using 
technology as an accelerator of 
learning, Minnetonka Public Schools 
is excited to present a digital, 
interactive report spotlighting how 
our schools are changing to meet 
the learning needs for our next 
generation of leaders. Look for the 
video icon inside this report. Go 
online, and take a look at learning 
in Minnetonka Schools today.

Minnetonka ranks 
#1 in reading and #2 
in math in the metro 
area on state tests.
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